Effects of dorsomedial thalamic lesions on spatial discrimination reversal in the rat.
Eight rats with lesions of the dorsomedial thalamus and 10 rats with sham operations were compared on acquisition and subsequent reversals of a spatial discrimination. The rats with thalamic damage showed greater perseveration to the incorrect choices (p less than 0.002) and made fewer reversals (p less than 0.05) and more errors (p less than 0.02) during the 100 reversal trials following initial acquisition than did the sham-operated animals. The two groups did not differ on the original acquisition.